The periodontal disease problem. A comparison between industrialised and developing countries.
There is no reason to believe that periodontal diseases in industrialised and developing countries are in principle different. That is, not in the sense that the problem is caused by a different set of periodontal diseases, with different micro-organisms and a different natural history, needing a different approach towards prevention and treatment. Indeed, from a public health perspective the relative similarities in periodontal conditions around the world are far more striking than the differences. The view that periodontal diseases are a much more prevalent and a severe problem in the developing countries seems to be true only in terms of poorer oral hygiene and considerably greater calculus retention, already at a young age, but not so clear for periodontal destruction in adults.